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LOGAN METHODIST CHURCH
BY SANDRA BRADFORD

The Logan Methodist Church was built in the fall of 1832 and closed its
doors as a church in 1970. After its closing and seeing vandalism, some of
the community got together and formed an association to preserve and re-
store the building.

In 1986 the association purchased the building and one acre of land that it
stands on from the Central New York Conference of the United Methodist
Church. The Logan association agreed the building would be used for com-
munity events and activities.

Many volunteers and hours have been put toward the restoration of the
building since. Donations and fund raisers have been important to its
maintenance, recently the bell was removed from the tower and has been
set in the yard for safety reasons.
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BY CHARLOTTE DICKENS

Greetings to all members and subscribers to the Backbone Ridge History Group newsletter!

As the fall season is beginning and the golden rod and asters add color to our roadsides and the harvest season
is well underway, we’d like to send a big thank you to all who continue to support us in our efforts to keep the
history of the area of the land between Seneca and Cayuga Lakes and surrounding area alive.

To that end we publish this newsletter and have brought several successful and well attended programs this
year to the public at the Logan’s Landmark Community Center. We extend a big thank you to them for the use
of their wonderful space for our presentations! James Jensen of that group has been so helpful to us as has the
Nelson B. Delavan Corporation for their grant that allowed us to do the programming.

This year thus far we have had a program in June by Cynthia B. Neale in which she presented her book, an
historical novel Catherine Queen of the Tumbling Waters, that so vividly describes much of the history sur-
rounding the time period in which Queen Catherine Montour lived and the time in which she was a led the
peoples of the Iroquois tribe to safety at Fort Niagara Canada as the campaign by Sullivan to destroy their vil-
lages proceeded. In July, attendees were entertained with music by Spudz‘n’Taggit,

a group that specializes in acoustic Celtic, Old Timey, Tin Pan Alley and Americana music. In August, tran-
scribers Judy Butterfield and June Szabo with Keith Jensen, our GPS and digital expert told of the transcribing
process of the original 1790 surveying work done in Hector, Ovid, and Ulysses for the military lots which
were given to Revolutionary War soldiers in payment for their military service. This was a several years long
project by a group of dedicated transcribers under the auspices of the Backbone Ridge History Group original-
ly conceived by Alan Buddle and Robert Kibbee, both of whom we have lost before the project could be com-
pleted. The work is still underway for parts of Ulysses. Plans are for all three of these areas to be available
digitally for all those who are interested in knowing more about the military lots. A link has been provided on
our website.

A future program planned at the Logan’s Landmark on Saturday, October 21* at 2 PM will be a combination
musical and a social gathering where we are inviting all of our members and other interested folks to come to
interact and tell us what programming would be of most interest to you. Harold Bush, our vice-president and
harmonica expert will entertain us with the harmonica and educate us about the history of the harmonica. Re-
freshments will be provided.

We also would like to announce that Kari Milliman Gauntt, who has done the setup for the newsletter for sev-
eral years from her home in Texas has returned to the area and recently become a trustee of the Backbone
Ridge History Group. Joann Neal of Watkins Glen has also become a new trustee. I would like extend a big
welcome to these folks and look forward with working with them. We would love to have more new mem-
bers and trustees. Also, we’d welcome other help, such as newsletter articles, and help with programs and etc.
As we are having to put a new roof on the building in Lodi which houses our archives and where we hold our
meetings and plan for future access to our files to the public, we’d also welcome donations to help us go for-
ward with getting the roof fixed and our front steps redone. If you would like to help in any of these various
endeavors, you may contact us by e-mail at backboneridgehg@gmail.com or you can call me at 910-988-
2268. Our mailing address is: The Backbone Ridge History Group, P.O. Box 62, Trumansburg, NY 14886 to
contact us by postal mail.

Thanks to all for your support.

Your president, Charlotte Dickens
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In 2001 the Logan Methodist Church was
officially designated to the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. Earlier this year
the Town of Hector historian Sandra
Bradford applied for a grant from the Wil-
liam G. Pomeroy Foundation for a Histori-
cal Marker. Working with James Jensen,
president of the Logan Landmark, “as it is
now called”, the grant was submitted, ap-
proved, and the funds and marker were
delivered to the Town of Hector and has
been installed by the town on the premis-
es.

We are grateful to William G. Pomeroy,
who after learning that New York State
had stopped funding for historic markers,
leaving communities to raise their own
funds established the Pomeroy Founda-
tion in 2005, because of his love and pas-
sion for history. One of the main initia-
tives was to help people celebrate their
communities' history by offering grants for
historic markers and plaques nationwide.

The dedication took place this year, to
help educate the public, encourage pride

THE TOWN OF LODI

Invites you
To the dedication ceremony for the

Silas Halsey NY'S Historical Marker

Funded by the William G. Pomeroy Foundation

Saturday, June 3rd, 2023 at 3pm

At the former home of Silas Halsey
now owned by Linda Farr Lucas

8375 North Main Street

Silas Halsey served as a State of New York Representative
to the 9th US Congress (1805 — 1807)

Recognized for his resilience in the face of poverty and struggle
during the American Revolution, he built a farm from the
wilderness, he left a legacy of service and as a public servant, he
was a pillar in his community, a leader of men.

Reception to follow at the Lodi Historical Society

In case of rain, the dedication will take place at the LHS
8493 South Main Street in Lodi, NY

RSVP (845)0399-4094

knodishl @mac.com 5

of place and community and promote historic tourism. They dedicated the marker for the Historic
Logan Methodist Church, a building that is more than a simple wooden structure, but a building that

will serve our community for many years to come.

Qe ot con
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BY JUNE SZABO

Much has changed on the Hector Backbone and if you ask a farmer it is likely they will tell you that
includes the weather. When | was a child snow constructions populated our yard for most of the win-
ter and | don’t ever remember waiting for enough snow to get out my sled. In the past the local pa-

pers were full of stories about snow storms and though they still make the news, we do not have the
same weather we had 30 years ago.

One of the earliest and worst blizzards | found reported in the local papers happened in 1888.
These stories appeared in the Farmer Review on February 4, 1888.

—Ovid Centre item in Iuvdependent:— |~

~Thirty men were at work jothesnow
Laat Thursday, in the storm, Thomas .
Conley started for home oo the rsilroad I banks near Will Porter’s on Mondsy last,
track, going north from Ovid Ceotre, It was necessary (o shovel & pessage fo-
oarrying  sack of flour and some other ward Lodi, for about half & mile,
bundles he had purchased. Howas over- - - - .
taken by the mowplow coming at full
spoed. KHe did not see it Il it waa
aboutaix feet from him. He tried to —This is & good time for smow bank
ﬁfnﬁ-‘b’u:?."::if?u’ﬂmmﬁ . e A
fence, The engineer did not see any- PW.:O:“ .l:‘dlo‘M T"?
thing of bim till he saw bis feet and legs "“:“.““' bm‘ : neer A D’
fiying in the air over one side of the train. P . dmtho .
He landed over the fence in the snow,.— elerson’s, rullroad orossing north
Tho train stopped aud backed up to pick of this place, is said to have measured
up the romains, when Conley got up and fourtoen feet to the highest point, I}
told them *“ he was all right, they oould wea tunneled and teame driven through
go on, and not waste any more time." all day Sunday and pert of Mondsy, when

St for salety the covering was removed.

The two stories below are from the Seneca Falls Reveille, they describe how the 1888 storm dis-
rupted the various modes of transportation in the Finger Lakes region. The stage coach routes were
blocked between Cayutaville, Ithaca, and Mecklenburg and there was no communication or travel
from the 26™ of January until the 30™. Things were much worse farther north, “it required a snow

plow pushed by four engines, aided by half a hundred men with snow shovels, to get through the
banks” between Seneca Falls and Waterloo.

It required the efforts of an immense

| oW plow, pushed by four engines, aud

The stage routes of Western New York ‘ aided by half a bundred men with SNOW

were probably never before so blockaded ':-lnm-lr«, to get th.mnuh the lmg\'- BnOw
with as during the week precoding ilnnks between this village and Waterloo
Jan. 30th,  There was no communication on Sunday last, A good part of the day

botween Cavntaville and Ithaon from the was consumed before the work was accom-

95th until that date, snd the Mecklenburg

plished. The scene of operations was

stage did not make a tnp over the eastern | visited by hundreds of people from both
uc}i--n of the line from the 26th to the villages, and when the tmin resched Sen-
30th Bad. however, as wery the block- | oca Falls, all felt that the road was once

ades in this section, they were much worse more in running order. At 6:30 p. m. the
S 1B » A -

wular passenger train reached this sta-
: . ’ " . » l“nl | regh :
in the counties to the north N | tion, bringing the Rochester papers vf|
'| Friday evening, Saturday aud Sunday.— |
‘\ Seneca Falls Reveille,

(continued on page 5)
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4)

The Geneva Courier reports that on Thursday the 26™ of
January the W. B. Dunning, a steamer, left Geneva and
headed south on Seneca Lake. It stopped in Dresden to let
off some passengers who returned to Geneva by rail be-
cause the passage was such a rough one. The steamer
finally arrived in Watkins but could not return because of
the wind and ice. It finally left Watkins Glen on Sunday but
upon arriving in Geneva on Monday, the steamer was una-
ble to get into the harbor. “After much hard work a landing
was effected at the extreme east end of the dock.”

After the 1888 blizzard every year for the next decade had
notable winter storms. Here is a recollection of the worst
weather from the Watkins Glen Express, published on Feb-
ruary 16, 1899.

Being snowed in last week and having
his attention called to the subject by the
mgiog elements without, Mr. O. F. Cor-
win, our faithful weather observer, look-
od over his records for the past decades to
see on what dates the aonoal mid-winter
storm bad come. For be it unoderstood
thero is every yoar and st about the same
time whit might be called our mid-win.
ter storm aod it is jost as much to be ex-
pected as & January thaw,

Io 1889 the storm covered February
22-26 and broaght » $wenty eight-mile-an-
bour wind and temperstare 12° below
zero.

In 1890 the storm period was March
510, wind twenty-five miles and lowest
temperstare 1° above. This however,
| was & very mild winter, distinguished for
remarkable aaroras aod daodelions
blooming on Jan. 13th.

In 1891 February 3 to 6 brought the
storm wind thirty-five miles an hoar sod
the mercury 3° below,

In 1892 the elements did their worst
Janoary 25.28, with wind st thirty-five
miles and a temperatare of 6° below.

In 1898 the storm period was Janoary
918 with wind on the 17th aa high ss
fifty miles an hour; five inches of soow
on the 12th and the mercury between
zero and 9 below for nine consecutive
days. This was & howliog week aod the
mean temperature for the month was
14.2°,

—10°, and —4°, maki

§

r » »
Smelzer in command, arrived in Geneva

“ —The steamer W. B. Dunning, Capt.

on Monday night. This was the first that
had been seen of her in Geneva since on
Thursday. The trip upon that day was a
very rough one, and some of the passen-
gers got off at Dresden, and returned to
Geneva by mil.  After a stormy passage,
she arrived at Watkins on Thursday, but
on account of the wind and ice, she .was
unable to return.  The storm continuing
Friday and Saturday, no effort was made
to leave the dock at Watkins, but on Sun-
day she cut her way ont, and on Monday
she made the trip through to Geneva. Ar-
riving here she was unable to get into the
harbor, the ice having frozen to (uite a
thickness. After much hard work a land-
ing was effected at the extreme east end of
the dock. Captain Smelzer reports the |
doeks all along the Lake in a bad condi-
tion, and it is dificult to effeet a landing
un}’“'h('n'. w(encea Couricr.

In 1894 the bitter week was February
21.26. The wind came skippiog over the
hilltops st about a tweamty-eigbt-mile
pace, and the mercary drew itself into ita
hole until it stood st the minus 15° mark.

In 1805 the violent woek was February
2.9, Each day brought wind of between
thirty and forty-five miles sn hoor, and
the mercury kept from zero to 14° below
daring all the eight days.

1898 Feoruary 15-19 brought the storm
with wiad from twenty to thirty miles
and mercury as far down as 17° below,

In 1897 the winter did its worst Janu-
ary 2327, Tbe wind raved around the
housetops at from thirty to thirty five
miles and the mercary got to 3° below.

In 1898 Janoary 29 to February 4 was
the arctio week with wind at tweaty-five
miles and lowest temperatare 9° below,

This year, 1899, our trouble begaa oo
February Sth sud held itse own until the
night of the 13th. The velocity of the
wind varied from fifteen to thirty-five

miles an bhour sod from the Sth to the
18th ineclasive the mercury st its loweet
readiog stood —~2°, —14°, —14°, —15°,
the coldest six
consecutive days in the eleven years,

Y

(continued on page 6)
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BY JUNE SZABO
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5)

In the 20™ century the newspapers are full of snowstorm stories year after year, and some of my
neighbors recall the biggest ones. Oiva Vesa remembers being snowed in on the backbone for
weeks in 1945. When school re-opened after the storm, Vesa Road did not. Oiva walked on top of
the snow drifts, about a half mile to the corner of Vesa and Searsburg to catch the school bus. The
family survived on chicken, eggs, milk from a few cows, and canned goods from their garden, but
after three weeks of being stranded, supplies on the farm were getting low. Oiva’s mother was preg-
nant and getting close to her due date in March.

Before the storm Oiva’s father, John Vesa, left his car on the corner of Searsburg and Vesa Roads.
John hiked to the corner, dug out his car, and drove to Watkins Glen to find help. When the feed for

their chickens arrived the road was still not plowed. They loaded the feed onto a sled attached to a
tractor, and drove it through the fields to the barn.

Oiva has saved a newspaper article that described his family’s situation for those three weeks in
February 1945.

Fayctte Zimmer, 76, retired farmer, !
died unexpectedly on Friday, Feb. 2,
at his home in Ovid, following a heart
attack. He was stricken while shovel-
ing snow in front of his home.

Mhe worst storm in several years,
swept over the state Wednesday. a
fall of light snow and a hard wind
cansing a howling blizzard. Traffic|
was tied up over night on main high-
ways and around 200 motorists were
marooned in and near Interlaken.

LA 4 R _—

‘I'ho bﬂmﬂl boglnnin: last Thurs-
day was the worst that has
visited this section in many vears
All railroads in New York state wére
completely tied up and the Ithaea
hranch of the Lehigh Valley m’
blocked from Friday moming nnﬁl
Monday night.

Articles about the same storm from the Interlaken Review — Friday, February 16, 1945

(continued on page 7)
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removal. Something we still talk about today.

State Asked to Assume
Costs of Snow Removal

Calling on the stalg W assume l!ll
costs of snow removal on the stale
highway system by using a part of
the gasoline tax revenue contained
in the 310-million-dollar reserve, Don
J. Wickham of Hector, vice president
|of the New York State Farm Bureau
F tion, declared that the depth
|of show and frequency of snowstorms
this winter have proved “the urgent
need for legislation to provide such
operation,

“Thousands of farmers throughout
New York have been snowbound this
winter, untold financial losses have
been caused by failure to get farm
products to market, schools have been
hurt, and business has suffered due
to the inability of existing snow re-
moval equipment and crews to deal
with the situation” Mr. Wickham
said.

The State Farm Bureau Federation,
together with the other groups that
make up the State Conference Board
of Farm Organizations, requested
Governor Dewey and the legislature
last month to relieve counties and
towns of the costs they are naw bur-
dened with in removing snow from
state highways. Mr. Wickham, who!
operates a farm at Hector, said that
the Farm Bureau Federation recog-
nizes the fact that the snow removal
situation, bad as it is, cannot be cor-
rected immediately because of the
manpower and material shortages,
but that it believes now is the time
to plan for the future.

Mr. Wickham urged that the state
\nn part of the gas tax revenue con-
'uim-d in the 310.million-dollar re-
serve set up by the legislature for
snow removal on state highways. “In
| our opinion,” he said, “no better use
can be made of the gas tax revenue
_than to use part of it to pay all the
jewets of removing snow from state
"highways so counties and towns can
give better service to those living
_along local roads.

“To require local taxpayers to pay
50 per cent or more of the cost of |
| snaw removal on state highways is an'
unreasonable and unfair burden on,

situation, bad as it is, cannot be cor-
rected immediately because of the

manpower and material shortages,
but that it believes now is the time
| to plan for the future.
Mr. Wickham urged that the state
use part of the gas tax revenue con-
tained in the 310-million.dollar re-
serve set up by the legislature forl
snow removal on state highways. “In
jour opinion,” he said, “no better use
can be made of the gas tax revenue
"than to use part of it to pay all the
yewts of removing snow from state
' highways so counties and towns can
give better service to those living
_along local roads.
“To require local taxpayers to pay
50 per cent or more of the cost of
, snaw removal on state highways is an
unreasonable and unfair burden on,
‘local owners of real property,” Mr,
| Wickham continued. The State Farm
* Bureau Federation has maintained for
112 years that state highways are
| public in nature because they are used
far more by poopl:h outside the county
than by people within the county and
town. - ATl the money ralsed within
counties and towns for snow removal
and winter maintenance should be
used on local roads.”
Mr. Wickham said that during this

-— —— ——

not be reached by doctors,
|drlnn. feed distributors
Aghters. Old equipment
manpower were largely
he said.

| “Only in recent years has the state
|assumed any part of the cost of snow
removal,” Mr. Wickham stated. “Tt
now shares with the counties on a
50-50 basis up to a cefling of $76 per
mile on state highway=. The 1944
legislature raised the ceiling from $50
a mile up to $75. If snow removal
in a given county totals $160 a mile,
then the state pays half and the
county pays half. If the costs run
as high as $£200 a mile, then the state
payz only $75 and the county the
balance.

“Because of extra heavy snowfallz
this winter, many counties have af-
ready exhausted their entire approp-
riations for the year and boards of
gupervisors have had to make ad-
ditional appropriations. Under pres-

An article in the Interlaken Review about the storm in 1945 describes the cost to taxpayers for snow

Continued on page 8
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Tim Grove remembers a winter storm that happened in 1958. His father, Clayton (Bunk) Grove,

worked for the Town of Hector highway department. There was so much snow in February of 1958
Clayton had to use a bulldozer with a V plow on the front and wings attached to the sides to break
through the accumulated snow drifts. It took days to plow all the roads and the schools were closed
intermittently for two weeks. Every time Clayton went out he worried he would hit a buried car. He

slept at the town barn until all of the roads were clear. It was more than a week before Clayton
made it home.

-

\?'i N
N W™
i\

VP 75

David Clayton Grove on a snow drift Clay and Tim Grove with the family
car, a Nash

el Clayton (Bunk) Grove and bulldozer plow

Clayton (Bunk) Grove with his bulldozer
plow 1958

(continued on page 9)
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Much of the surrounding area
was buried by that storm and the
following article explains the pre-
dicament farmers, highway de-
partments, the post office, and a
doctor found themselves having
to overcome.

In 1961 and 1966, many families
living on the Hector Backbone
found themselves snowed in. The
1961 storm was a category 4
(crippling), 1966 a category 3
(maijor). The Havens family lived
in Mecklenburg and Sandra Brad-
ford shares her memory of one
particular storm that happened
when she was a child between 7
and 9 years old.

Sandy said, “I remember when |
got up that morning and dressed
there was a strange quietness all
around and school was closed.
My sister and | were excited
about staying home and playing
in the snow instead of going to
school. [Ha Ha] We soon found
out we couldn’t have made it to
the bus anyway and playing out-
side was out of the question. We
watched as my Dad got ready to
go out and shovel, and when he
opened the front door we all got a
big surprise. All we saw was a
wall of solid snow! Mind you my
Dad was 6 ft. 2in. and the snow
was way over his head and the
door. It was too far and too much
snow to shovel from the back of
the house to the front, so my Dad
went upstairs. My sister and |
watched as Dad stepped out the
window and tested his weight to
make sure he didn’t sink into the

'

Severe'Blizzard Closes Highways, Shuts Down
Schools and Factories and Isolates Areas;
Farmers Use Toboggans, Mailmen Snow Shoes

The lack of snow the past few
years has resulted in surplus funds
in the snow removal budgets of
both counties and townships in the
area. But this year the worm hus
turned.

After u near record snowfall in
January, the area hus been Kept
busy during the first few days of
February, shoveling out from un-
der what many consider “The worst
winter weather since 1943.”

A severe week end blizzard clos-
ed practically every highway in
Central and Northern New York,
and a state of emergency was de-
clared on Sunday in several up-
state cities. Buses and Trains
were stopped, factories and schools
were forced to close. Most main
highways were opened on Monday
but several days were needed to
remove the hard packed snow which
blocked secondary roads.

Interlaken Central was scheduled
to reopen today for the first time
this week.

Town Highway Superintendent,
Charles Ball, and his crews were
handicapped when one truck broke
down from the heavy strain. An-
other became stuck and they were
unable to free it until heavy equip-
ment could be brought in on Tues-
day.

The local post office reported
that snow shoes and skiis were us-
ed Monday and Tuesday by rural
mail carriers, Bill Holman and Bob
Dickerson, as they worked into the
evenings attempting to get the
mail through. Even then they were
unable to reach a good many of
the homes in outlying areas.

ses because many of them were
unable to get their milk to main
roads where it could be picked up,
und some were forced to dump
out several dauys supply. Others
used such meuns as sleds, tobog-
ans and sliding discs to take milk
across fields to main roads.

According to Mr, lawrence Peer,
manager of the local milk plant,
only 45 out of 91 dairies who reg-
ularly deliver to Interlaken were
able W report on Sunday and 48
on Monday, however, many car-
ried 2 days milk.

Another story resulting from the
BEOR could well be entitled, “The
stork wore snowshoes,” or “Dr.
Folts Saves the Day.” Whatever
it is called, it meant very serious
moments for both the good doctor
and his passenger, Mrs. Vernon
Brown, of Ovid. Four hours and
40 minutes were required on Mon-
day to drive the 20 miles from In-
terlaken to Seneca Falls Hospital,
where, soon after arrival, an 8
pound boy was born to Mrs. Brown.

Dr. Folts alerted County Super-
intendent, John Carey, shortly be-
fore 11 P. M., Sunday, and in a
few minutes the trip was started
behind 3 snow plows. They ar-
rived at the hospital at 3:40 A, M.,
and the baby arrived at 4:24.

At times both Dr. Folts and Mrs.
Brown, the former Esther Gage,
thought they would have to stop

at a home or change their course

to Willard State Hospital,

In the days that follow the dig-
ging out process many more such
tales will be related, and in the
years to come many will recall the

ne ‘Imﬂl Illﬂﬁm hﬁﬂlﬂ( IQ" “pintor of 'EQ Y

snow, then he began the arduous work of shoveling, and shoveling. The shoveling went on and off
as he took well needed breaks to have meals and rest up. When the shoveling was finally done
there was a tunnel from the front door to the road, way over our heads. When school reopened | re-
member waiting at the end of the driveway, not being able to see in either direction, but listening for
the bus to come up the hill. Walking through that tunnel was awesome, but I'll never forget the im-
mense quietness all around along with the snow blanketing everything.” (cont’'d on page 10)
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The blizzard of 1966 was referred to as “the storm of the century”. That winter storm devastated al-
most half of the United States with tornadoes, flooding, hail, rain, and snow. It was a combination of
a nor'easter and lake effect snow. New York declared a state of emergency as snow fell at a rate of
3 — 4 inches per hour.

Temperatures were recorded at -26 F in Syracuse, and within the first few days at least 142 people
died — 31 froze to death and 46 died in fires that started as a result of people trying to heat their
homes. Others died from heart attacks brought on by shoveling, or pushing cars out of the snow.
Some perished in traffic accidents that happened on slick roads. When it was over the death total
had risen to 201.

b . |

In March of 1993, Tim Grove § { \ L«/’
remembers a storm creating a o = 5, A
drift that grew to the top of a ¢ /%;M \ Y
smoke house in his barnyard, g ~
about 20 feet high and 50 feet > '
long. The wind was howling and = K/
it was so cold Tim had to herd //Q\ﬁ%« January 29-31, 1966 —

, ; N Vi T 7N . \\V/  February 2-5, 1961
all of his cows into the lower lev- / Q;L/ Snowtall (nehes) VAP \ &) s e
el of his barn. The storm hap- - T e e 40 - -
pened during calving season }_’;? NESIS = 5.93 NF T
and 50 cows, some with new - = Extsoons | P "csiis;o,;ﬂs

calves, were squeezed into the

space. If they had been left out in the storm some of the cows would have perished and the calves
would not have survived. Tim visited the barn in the middle of the night to check on his herd. To
keep from being trampled the babies were standing underneath their mother’s bellies and all of the
cows managed to stay calm. When he returned to his home the thermometer read 5 below zero.

The 1993 blizzard was also referred to as “the storm of the century”. It was another nor'easter that
blew up from the Gulf of Mexico. Winds were sustained at 35 mph or gusting higher. This created
white-out conditions, the NYS Thruway and other major roads were closed, secondary roads were
impassable. New York and six New England States declared disaster emergencies during the
storm. Some places experienced thunder snow that fell 2 — 4 inches per hour. The amount of snow
it dropped in the Finger Lakes varied from 26 — 30 inches, Syracuse got 43. Across the eastern part
of the country 3 million people lost power and 6 billion dollars’ worth of damage was done. In New
York State 23 people died. .

February 23 - 28, 2010

Snowfall (inches)

NESIS = 5.46 +/- 0.14
Category 3

A satellite image of the Storm of the & _,
Century on March 13, 1993. (Continued on page 11)
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The last blizzard | remember on the Hector Backbone was in February of 2010, a category 3. More
than 30 inches of snow fell in upstate New York. We waited two days for our road to be plowed by
the Town of Hector. A neighbor cleared a small path through the drifts with his tractor, so most of
the neighbors could escape if necessary. But it doesn’t snow like that anymore and even that storm
can’t compare to the blizzards we experienced years ago. With better equipment roads are cleared
much faster and with advances in weather forecasting people are better prepared. This year we on-
ly managed one snowperson in our yard, and | only had to avoid the drifts on Searsburg Road three
times. This last article from the Watkins Express, mentions how the uplands are always a different
world in the winter than the lowlands along the lake. | imagine that will never change.

Watkins Express December 8, 1898

— How well is shown just now the eflect
ol elevation and nearcess to s body of
| water on the climste of a given locality
While the streets of this village are bare
of , sod either maddy or hubby, a
ball mile op the Burdett road, there by
Jack Brown's, sleighing begine, aad we
bave the word of Mr. Shoemaker, the
stage map, for it, that in all his twelve
years of staging be has never before seen
such splendid eleighiog all the way from
Mr. Brown's to the foot of the hill at

The gale which whitened with
all the uplands of our coooty went
screaming over the hilltops aod across

our valley s thousand or two feet up, but . .
B ks Nevhll\ S S fosaa o, Y After a snowstorm in the National Forest

storm was scarcely felt. Besides this, February 2023, not much snow but beautiful!
such was the difference in the tempera.
tare, owing to t t given off by the
lake, that the flakes were almost
rain when they reached this village. A
Iake in » decp valley is like a tub of wa-
ter in a cellar in its modifying icflaence
upon the temperature,
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FROM OUR
EVENTS 2023

Howard Bush and his harmonica at
Logan’s Landmark

Military Lot Presentation at Logan’s
Landmark. Judy Wickham Butterfield,
Keith Jenkins, and June Szabo

Left, our display at the Trumansburg Fair
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Backbone Ridge History Group

Harmonic Balance

Harmonicas Program

by Harold Bush

Friends!

Join us for a fun filled afternoon at
Logan's Landmark.

We will be collecting ideas from you for

our 2024 Program line up, and

entertaining you with a special program

by Harold Bush.

October 21st, 2023, 2 to 4 p.m.
Logan’s Landmark

Corner of County Road 2 and County Road 4

For More Information:
Chatlotte Dickens, President, BRHG
(910} 988-2268

Backbone Ridge History Group
PO Box 62

Trumansburg, NY 14886

President: Charlotte Dickens

Vice President: Harold Bush

Secretary: Sandra Bradford

Treasurer: Dave Smith

Trustees: Harold Bush,

Sandra Bradford, Charlotte

Dickens, Kari Milliman Gauntt, Joann Neal,
Bill Sebring, David Smith

Newsletter Coordinator: Charlotte Dickens
Editor: Kari Milliman Gauntt

Webmaster: Dan Huston

Event sponsored by the

Nelson B. Delavan Foundation

We need you!

The Backbone Ridge History Group needs you to
* serve on the Board;

¢ help plan & run events;

* write newsletter articles;

¢ research and write grants; and

¢ plan for the future.

Can you help?

If so, please email backboneridgehg@gmail.com
or call Charlotte at 910-988-2268.

Your assistance is vital to our continued work.




